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The Pediatric Spinal Cord Injury (PEDI-SCI) Measure was developed specifically to assess activity and 

participation outcomes in youth with spinal cord injury (SCI). The PEDI-SCI provides an alternative to 

generic pediatric outcome measures, which include items inappropriate for children with SCI and may 

not detect clinically meaningful change. The PEDI-SCI Activity Measure is comprised of calibrated item 

banks that assess activity limitation in the following domains: General Mobility, Daily Routines, Wheeled 

Mobility and Ambulation. The PEDI-SCI Participation Measure assesses two domains: participation self 

(relevant to what I want to do) and participation friends (relevant to what my friends do). There are 

parent and child versions for all PEDI-SCI domains. The PEDI-SCI can be administered using computerized 

adaptive tests (CATs). However, short forms (SFs) were developed to allow for PEDI-SCI administration 

without a computer. To develop the SFs, PEDI-SCI items were carefully selected from the calibrated item 

banks to ensure that the SFs include items that cover important aspects of the domain examined. 

Furthermore, items with a range of difficulty were selected for the SFs to minimize floor and ceiling 

effects. Each PEDI-SCI SF is scored using a specific table to convert the raw score (achieved by summing 

numeric values of item responses) to a transformed score (mean = 50, standard deviation = 10).  

This workshop will provide training for attendees use PEDI-SCI SFs in clinical settings. Attendees will 

understand what the PEDI-SCI offers and will be able to reliably administer and score the SFs.  

Learning Objectives: On completion of this workshop, attendees will be able to  

1.) Describe the PEDI-SCI, including the domain structure and item banks.  

2.) Explain how PEDI-SCI SF items were selected.  

3.) Discuss how to reliably administer and score the PEDI-SCI  

4.) Given a patient case, demonstrate the ability to select the appropriate PEDI-SCI SFs, score items, 

determine raw and transformed scores and interpret findings.  

 

Presentations:  

Dr. Mulcahey: PEDI-SCI Domain Structure and Item Banks (10 min)  

Dr. Slavin: PEDI-SCI SF Development (10 min)  

Drs. Mulcahey & Slavin: Selecting and Scoring SFs (10 min)  

Audience Engagement: Case Examples (select and score SFs) (15 min) 


